CASIMIR THE GREAT
in the larger province; and die violation of Polish
integrity offered by his incorporation of Red Russia in
the kingdom of Hungary (1378). The rising in Greater
Poland had hardly begun, however, before Louis died
(in 1382), and two years of interregnum followed,
attended by all the internal strife and struggles for
supremacy to which we have become accustomed in
studying Polish history.
Tne most prominent figure among the contesting
nobles, and die principal claimant to the throne, was the
Duke Ziemowit of Masovia, the nordlernmost province
of Poland, which had still managed to exist as an inde-
pendent principality. Ziemowit proposed to marry the
princess Jadwiga, a girl thirteen years of age, who as the
daughter of Louis and the great-granddaughter of Wladis-
kw Lokietek had an equal right, by inheritance, to the
thrones of both Hungary and Poland. By an agreement
with the queen-mother of Hungary at Kassa in 1383, the
Polish nobles, led by the Litde Poland section, finally
placed Jadwiga on the throne. Fear of approaching
trouble with die Teutonic Knights induced them to seek
protection in an alliance with Lithuania, which State
was also menaced, and accordingly the girl queen,
although already betrothed to Duke William of Austria,
was married to Jagiello, Grand Duke of Lidiuania, and
the latter was crowned King of Poland at Cracow on
March 4,1386, under the title of Wladislaw II.
The Lithuanian State, which extended from the Baltic
to the Black Sea, and formed a great barrier between
Poland and Russia, was only in part Lithuanian. Most of
its territory and population were properly Ruthenian,
and had merely been subdued and governed by die more
warlike Lidauanians. Although subdued and practically
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